


How do You Leel about wo.s‘as?
You can

Many people aren't fans of
‘hen — are even afraid
Fhem — wostly becavse

Yhey can S+i noy-

Whot ¥ T told you we're
50 much more than hot?




One of the most we\\-knqwn
serviceS wasps prov'\de \S
he\Ping with agr'\cu\-\'ora\ ?35‘\'5

But Yhot also includes
ba\o.ncmg ‘he eco53s+ems ok

your back\am'ds and garc\ens.

Wasps will bring their
\arvae Mosguitoes,
\eo&—eaﬁns ca+er\>'\\\o.r5,
and more Yo eaf. Theg
\&eep the nsects Yyou
don't want Yoo many
of in check.




Something \ess people know is that
waspS are important Po\\mo&ors\.

T Know theyre a big
deal but c'mon =\
spread the love:

Many orchids need wasy pollinators..
ond will even ploy ¥ricks o get them.

T smell like
1 have +as+~5
corerpillars on me,
even ’fho;g

like & female
wasp\.

Epipactis nelleborine
Epipactis Nelieborine

And when scientists in gne SYudy

?reven“'ed bumble bees from visiting
whorled milkweed, paper wasps (Polistes)

visited the plants more, making vp
Lor the PO‘\'en‘\-ia\ loss n pollina-\'ion.

SUS number of us are
generalists, happy Yo
PO\\mo:\'e whateyer.




Thot sk all wasps are
do'\ng for ?\G\'\‘\’S) evther.
Woasps also disperse Some
plants' Seeds, moving them

Yo new p\aces Yo cy'ow-

There is \ess info on
Yhese interactions,
but T'm excited Yo
see what we \earn

in the foture!




Wasps are interesting beyond what
they can do for uS. Northern poper
wasps (Polistes fuscatus) can
recognize individvals by processing
each other's faces in a woy
similar to how humans do it

?\05?4 " \30\) ekl
o [[al owe me two | @)} e
catecpillars.

There 15 \)\e,nhj of weird to be
found in the world of waespPs, too.
The beavtiful jewel wasps (Ampulex
compressa) Carefolly inject venom into
the brains of American cockroaches,

turning them into “Zombies" ready
Xo be eaten by larvoe.

/R



Wasps are an incredibly diverse
grovp of animals who do
many 9o5\+we +h'm35 {for ine
environments around them.

\e,(“ ‘Ygee
ecos\ss -\(\% di d
X g o ° SPersq /
\
o

o\
%},‘:o//;,,,q)e;gS
And T promise wasps aren't
“mean” or eaqer Yo sting you.
Solitary wasps especially have
a0 inkeresk, but even social
species need ‘o fee\ Yhreatened.

Were yst small
animals rying

ovr best Yo
protect ourselves-

S0 moybe you can reconsider,

and find it in your heart
to love a wasp:
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